FRS = Family
Radio Service

FRS radios are low powered, easy to
use radios for family use, and they
use “line of sight” transmission.

These radios may also be known as
‘walkie-talkies’.

Range is often about a mile. If there
are no obstacles, it may be further.

Because of their limited range and
power, no license or test is required
for its use.

These radios operate on the UHF
(ultra-high frequencies) between
462.5625 MHz and 462.7250 MHz.

FRS radios share the first 22 preset
channels with GMRS radios, which
means they can crosstalk. If you have
a GMRS radio and your neighbor has
an FRS radio, you can talk with each
other.

Channels 1-7 are limited to 2 watts
transmitting power.

Channels 8-14 are limited to 0.5 watts
transmitting power, (but range is low-
ered, to about 1/2 mile, depending on
conditions.)

Channels 15— 22 are limited to 2 watts
transmitting power.

FRS is limited to 2 watts transmitting
power, and these radios do not have re-
movable antennas. This means that you
are bound to the limited power which
came with the radio.

FRS radios can be used to listen to re-
peater channels, but you cannot talk on
them.

Cons of GMRS and FRS radios:

Although the GMRS radio has much
more value for communication, perhaps
the biggest disadvantage is living in a low
-use area. Unless you live in an area with
a GMRS repeater or many GMRS opera-
tors, it may be disappointing.

The success of its operation improves if
you have additional neighbors or friends
living in your area who are also motivated
to develop a communication network, and
practice frequently.

If you desire a longer distance of commu-
nication to meet your needs, then you
may wish to consider testing for an ama-
teur radio license. Additional information
can be found at: https://www.arrl.org, or
by contacting the GARS club below.

GAINESVILLE AMATEUR

RADIO SOCIETY (GARS)

AN ARRL-AFFILIATED CLUB

Contact info:
president@gars.club

Emergency
Communications
Using GMRS and
FRS Radios

Cell phones are convenient as long
as they are working. However, they
depend upon an infrastructure which
can go down with power outages.

Learn additional ways to stay
connected with friends and

neighbors in everyday situations...

or when all else fails....
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